the ASB since these Asian partners are a particular focus for our international outreach. Since 2005, the ASB has had a mutual agreement with the Biophysical Society of Japan (BSJ) aimed at promoting exchanges to foster collaboration amongst scientists from our two countries. This arrangement allows members of both societies to enjoy reciprocal membership rights and to be eligible as speakers at each other's meetings. As a result of the partnership, a joint symposium is held each year in either Japan or Australia, and this will continue at the 57th Annual meeting of Biophysical Society of Japan at Miyazaki in 2019. On a similar theme, this coming year, we will participate in a joint Australia-China session at the 16th International Chinese Biophysics Congress in Tianjin, China, organised by the Chinese Biophysical Society. This symposium will hopefully be the start of a new ongoing relationship that bears fruit in the form of many future collaborations in the Asia-Pacific region.
In addition to these major society meetings, in recent years the ASB has supported satellite meetings and workshops to celebrate Biophysics week. Biophysics week is an annual international initiative driven by the US Biophysical Society to raise awareness of the field of biophysics and stimulate interdisciplinary research within our research community. This year's symposium, with a theme of BStructural Biology at Interfaces^was another successful event, and I look forward to continuing this tradition into the future as a means to further grow biophysics in Australia and to continue to raise the profile of the ASB.
This brings me back to the ASB/ABA meeting, around which this special issue of Biophysical Reviews is based. Asia has a tradition of strength in biophysical science, and the speakers at the joint meeting reflected this, with world leaders in computational biology, membrane biophysics, structural biology and mechanobiology amongst those showcasing their work. A number of invited speakers This article is part of a special issue dedicated to the B2018 Joint Conference of the Asian Biophysics Association and Australian Society for Biophysics^edited by Kuniaki Nagayama, Raymond Norton, Kyeong Kyu Kim, Hiroyuki Noji, Till Böcking, and Andrew Battle. and session chairs were invited to contribute articles for this special issue, and I am sure you will appreciate reading these topical reviews of their respective fields as much as I enjoyed seeing them present their work in Melbourne.
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